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Personal Testimony

Before | came to understand baptism, salvation and the purpose of works, | used to believe that works would
take me to Heaven, only to realize that | was wrong. First in baptism, we were taught that baptism is a symbol
of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Baptism is not for infants. It takes you one step, which
is believing in Jesus Christ only in order to be baptized. Jesus was our example of being baptized, and God
was the One Who commanded us to be baptized. A person should be baptized immediately after he or she
gets saved, not before. We should be baptized in a large body of water. We are not saved by works, and
baptism is a work.

In understanding salvation, we were taught that when you have sins and trespasses, you are spiritually dead.
| was guilty and worthy of punishment, and | was headed to the lake of everlasting fire. But the Scriptures
overwhelmingly teach that people must believe to be saved and repent, but first we must hear. To repent is
to have a change of mind. If you didn’t believe in Jesus, then you do, trusting in Jesus Christ as your only
way of salvation. Jesus proved me innocent, and God gave me everlasting life and sealed me with the Holy
Spirit of promise. In short, He gave proof of me. God even gave me a new life as a new human being. God
washed and sanctified me.

Last but not least is the purpose of works. Faith justified man in the eyes of God, while works justifies man in
the eyes of other men. We are saved by grace through faith and not of works. “Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us . . . .” Like Abraham—he was justified in the
eyes of the Lord by faith. We love God, and that is why we do good works, also to bring glory to God. Our
works are a demonstration of our faith. God chose certain good works for us to do. When we do good works,
we are fulfiling God’s purpose for our lives. For those who do works that God told them to do, they will be
rewarded.

In all of these lessons we have been learning, | myself came to realize that it is not works and not baptism
that get us to Heaven, but it is by believing in Jesus Christ ONLY as our way to Heaven.
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